DEBATE ON SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS.        [FEB. 23.

are there many months in which some of the king's officers
are not maimed or murdered doing of their duty.

All these evils, my lords, and a thousand others, will be
avoided by an easy tax ; in favour of which I cannot but
wonder, that it should be necessary to plead so long, since
every nation, which has any pretension to civility or a re-
gular government, will agree, that heavy imposts are not
to be wantonly inflicted, and that severity is never to be
practised till lenity has failed.

It, therefore, appears to me, my lords, that justice, rea-
son, and experience, unite in favour of this bill; and that
nothing is to be feared from it, but that it will not be suf-
ficiently coercive, nor restrain the abuse of spirits so much
as is hoped by those that have stood up in its vindication.
That it can encourage drunkenness, or increase the con-
sumption of distilled liquors, is surely impossible; for they
are now drunk without restraint; and therefore no re-
straint will be taken away: and since their price must be
increased by a double duty, it may reasonably be conceived,
that those who now spend all that they can gam by their la-
bour in drunkenness, must be content with less than before,
because they will have no more to spend; and what has
hitherto enabled them to riot in debauchery will no longer
be sufficient for the same purposes; the same excess will
require more money, and more money cannot be had.

I do not affirm, my lords, that the success of this bill is
demonstrably certain; nor can I deuy that many arguments
have been alleged against it which cannot easily be con-
futed ; all that I can venture to assert is, that in my opi-
nion, the reasons/or the bill preponderate, not that those
against it, ar@ without weight.

Of this, at least, we are certain, that the bill can produce
no ill consequences; and that if the experience of the
ensuing year shall show it to be ineffectual, it may be
amended in the next session by new provisions, which we
shall be then more able to adjust for the benefit of the
publick.

All laws, especially those which regard complicated and
intricate affairs, have been perfected by degrees ; expe-